Community Resources: Weaving a Web for Youth
Youth service professionals must engage in building collaborative relationships and networks with other community agencies and potential partners. As a component of this network building, they need to be able to market their own programs and services as valuable resources to their communities and themselves as viable partners. They must know how to manage partnerships once they are formed. Further, a well-informed youth service professional knows about specific resources for youth, such as different funding streams and community intermediary organizations that can assist with disability-specific supports and resources.


The competent youth service professional is able to identify a range of community resources, including providers of community service and leadership opportunities that assist all youth in career development as well as disability-specific organizations and support services. Youth service professionals further need to be able to “map” community resources and then connect young people to community institutions, resources and supportive adults.

The content and activities in this module are based on the 10 competency based knowledge, skills and abilities (KSAs) for youth service professionals developed by the National Collaborative on Workforce and Disability for Youth . The goal of this training is to provide assistance to participating youth service professionals in reaching or enhancing the following competencies.
· Ability to create relationships and network with other community agencies and potential partners

· Ability to market own program as a valuable resource to community and a viable partner

· Ability to build collaborative relationships and manage partnerships

· Knowledge about different funding streams for youth

· Knowledge of community intermediary organizations to assist with disability-specific supports and resources

· Resource mapping/ability to connect youth to community institutions, resources, and supportive adults 

· Ability to engage youth in community service and leadership activities 

· Community resources, including disability-specific resources and organizations

· Ability to identify a range of community resources (people, places, things and money) that can assist youth
