NAWDP LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

January 27, 2009

STIMULUS BILL ON THE MOVE – OPPORTUNITIES FOR WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

Hold on to you hats folks!  It is not just the weather that is active in Washington, DC today. With pressure from constituents and groups such as NAWDP, the announcement of another 55,000 layoffs yesterday and the urging from President Obama , Congress is moving forward quickly with the American Recovery and Reinvestment Bill.
SENATE

Earlier today, the Senate Committee on Appropriations and the Senate Finance Committee met to consider  (also called a mark up)  their version of American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (S. 1).  The Senate Appropriations bill includes almost $4 billion for workforce development programs and services.  Highlights are:  
· $3.25 billion for Training and Employment Services including
 * $500 million for Adult Employment and Training

* $1.2 billion State Grants for Youth, including Summer Employment

* $1 billion dislocated worker program

* $200 million for National Emergency Grants 

* $250 million in competitive grants for worker training in high growth and emerging industries.  Priority will be given to health care preparation and preparation for renewable energy industries.
* $100 million for YouthBuild
· $120 million for Community Service Employment for Older Americans

· $400 million for State Employment Services, of which $250 million must be used for re-employment services  
· $160 million for Job Corps
· $500 million for State Vocational Rehabilitation Grants

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

The House Committees finalized their work last week (see January 15th Legislative Update) and the full House of Representatives started to debate the bill tonight.  No votes are expected until tomorrow at the earliest.   The House bill includes over $4 billion in new funding for workforce development programs.  
 NEXT STEPS
While the bill is on the fast track, it will take a while to get through the legislative process.  First, the full House of Representatives and the full Senate must pass their individual versions of the economic stimulus package.  Once that is completed, a select group of House and Senate Members (known as the Conference Committee) will work out any differences between the two bills.  Once that is complete, the measure must then go back to each chamber for another full vote of the House and Senate.  Only then may the measure be sent to the President for approval.
ACTION NEEDED
The workforce development profession has been working hard over the past year to make increased funding for our programs a reality.  We can’t let up!  
Whether you work with TANF clients, the former offender population, the disability community, at a career one-stop center, or in the myriad of other entities that provide critical workforce development services to our nation’s citizens - please keep up the pressure on Congress to enact legislation that supports the workforce development system.   This can be done in two easy steps:

1. If your Senator is on the Senate Appropriations Committee, please be sure reach out and thank him/her for consideration of this important piece of legislation.  

2. Please contact out to all of your legislators (House and Senate) by phone or fax to ask for their support for the workforce development provisions in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act when it comes to a vote by the full chamber.    Be sure to explain the impact that this additional funding will have on your ability to assist those who are unemployed or underemployed.
Thank you for your support on this issue.  If you have any questions or need assistance in drafting a message to your member of Congress, please do not hesitate to contact me at 202/589-1790 or Bridget@nawdp.org.
STAND AND BE HEARD – WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT MATTERS!
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