NAWDP Legislative Update - August 3, 2010
Last Thursday, the Senate Appropriations Committee approved Fiscal Year (FY) 2011 funding levels for most workforce development and education programs. While battling funding constraints, the committee recommended providing an increase of about $163.6 million over last year levels for workforce development programs.

Highlights of Senate Appropriations Committee bill: 

· Adult Employment and Training: $896,884,000 
· Youth Training: $995,000,000, $71 million more than fiscal year 2010 and the bill recommends reducing the state youth set aside from 15 to 10 percent to drive more funding to the local level 

· Dislocated Worker Assistance: $1,241,147,000 - $58 million more than fiscal year 2010 
· YouthBuild: $110,000,000 - a $7.5 million increase over FY10 
· Native American Programs: $55,000,000 
· Migrant/Farmworkers Program: $87,378,000 
· Community Service Employment for Older Americans (SCSEP) : $600,425.000 - a cut of $225 million 
· Job Corps: $1,712,205,000 
· Veterans Employment & Training: $262,494,000, representing a slight increase over FY10 levels 
The bill also provides $242 million for Workforce Innovation Fund Grants: $55 million for dislocated workers, $35 million for adult job training, $95 million for youth, $27 million for disabled individuals, and $30 million for adult education programs. 
Next Steps:

While the new fiscal year starts on October 1st, it is extremely likely that decisions will not be made by then. According to Senate Appropriations Chairman Tom Harkin (D-IA), the Senate bill probably will "not see the light of day until December, maybe January." 
NAWDP is making headway in our efforts to secure additional funding, but the proposed increased by the House and Senate Appropriations Committees are still tenuous. Final decisions will not be made until after the November election, which means that there may be a new cast of legislators and priorities of remaining legislators may change. 

Yesterday, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid indicated that the he believes that the Senate will have to cap all spending bills at about $20 billion below the president’s request. That means that pressure to constrain funding will grow as appropriations move further along in the legislative process. 

That being said, NAWDP members are doing an outstanding job of educating federal policy-makers about how the funds are being used to strengthen communities and put job seekers back to work.
Moving forward, these efforts and hometown stories are going to be even more important. The work that you do matters to our economic recovery, so keep up the good work! 
Thank you for all of your efforts on this. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to let me know. 

Bridget Brown, Executive Director 
202/589-1790 
