NAWDP Legislative Update:  July 19, 2010

Late last week, the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services and Education approved their version of the FY 2011 Appropriations bill.   
Thanks to the hard work of workforce development advocates such as you, we are making some headway.
Bill Highlights:

You may remember that in February 2010, President Obama recommended a freeze on non-security discretionary spending for fiscal 2011. While the House Subcommittee’s bill is about $1.5 billion less than the President’s request, it still provides for some increases to workforce development programs.   
· Workforce Investment Act state grants are increased by $276 million – the first such increase in about 10 years.     
· SCSEP and Job Corps get a slight increase over FY10 levels, $30 million and $12 million respectively.
· The Women’s Bureau is funded at $13 million, a 12% increase.

· Veterans Employment & Training would receive a $6 million increase over FY10 levels.
· Funding for summer employment opportunities for young people is increased by $250 million.
Of course, each appropriation bill also contains many earmarks from legislators.  If you would like to see a list of earmarks, just click here.  
Next Steps:

The good news is that the bill passed out of subcommittee with increases for our programs.  The not-so-great news is that is passed along party lines, which may mean that we have more education to do about the positive impact that our programs make to individuals, to communities and our nation as a whole. 
Action Needed: 

The full House Appropriations Committee will consider this spending bill very soon.  
· If your member is on the House Labor, HHS, Education Subcommittee, be sure to send a quick note of thanks for their efforts on behalf of workforce development.  Too often we forget this simple step.   

· If your member is on the House Appropriations Committee, be sure to step up your educational efforts on the importance of adequately serving our nation’s job seekers and employers.  
Once the bill is approved by the full House Appropriations Committee, it will go to the full House of Representatives for approval.  A similar process will happen in the Senate and there is no guarantee that the Senate will recommend these funding increases.  If you will recall, the House voted several times to provide funding for summer youth programs and extend of unemployment benefits only to have the efforts stall in the Senate several times.  (As an aside, now that the new Democratic Senator from West Virginia is in place, the Senate is expected to pass the extension of unemployment benefits this week).
In these days of competing priorities and rising deficits, we cannot take anything for granted and must remain vigilant in providing information on a regular basis to policy-makers at the state, local and federal levels.

Thank you for all of your efforts on this.  If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to let me know.
Bridget Brown

Executive Director
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