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CHANGE IN SENATE LEADERSHIP

When Senator Edward Kennedy passed away recently, it left a vacuum in the leadership of the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee.  The HELP Committee is responsible for key legislation such as the Workforce Investment Act (WIA), career and technical education, postsecondary education and other workforce-related programs.  Earlier today, Senator Tom Harkin (D-IA) accepted the position of Chair of this important committee. 
“Today I am honored to accept the chairmanship of the Senate HELP Committee," Mr. Harkin said in a statement. "To serve in this capacity is to carry on the legacy of Senator Ted Kennedy, who dedicated his life to ensuring that our economy works for all Americans, guaranteeing every child the opportunity to pursue a quality education and, of course, the cause of his life: access to quality, affordable health care for all Americans."

What Does this Mean for Workforce Development?

In addition to taking a larger leadership role in the efforts to reauthorize WIA, Senator Harkin also serves as the chair of the Senate Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations Subcommittee, which is instrumental in determining funding levels for WIA programs, the Community Service Employment for Older Americans Program, YouthBuild, Job Corp and many other workforce-related programs.  
In short – Chairman Harkin now leads the efforts to create authorizing legislation for our programs, as well efforts to determine actual funding for those programs.   .  
How Can You Get Involved?  
If you live in Iowa, now would be a terrific time to reach out to the new Chairman.   Send him a quick note congratulating him on his new role as Chair of the HELP Committee and offer to serve as a resource on workforce issues.   Invite the Chairman and his staff to tour your program, talk with your employers, and meet with your customers.

Since workforce programs already compete for funding against most education and health care programs - and since health care reform is poised to take up a great deal of time and energy in the new few weeks – we need to continuously remind all legislators how workforce development programs benefit the local community, individual citizens and their families, and the nation’s economic recovery efforts.    Be sure to re-engage with your member of Congress to provide updates on new initiatives, summer success stories, and the continued challenges faced by those you serve.
The new federal fiscal year starts on October 1st.  The House of Representatives passed their Labor, HHS, Education appropriations bill in July, but the Senate has not. This means that the Senate has a few short weeks to vote, create a compromise bill (or conference bill) with the House and pass the conference bill before October 1st.  If that doesn’t happen – which is very likely – we will operate under a continuing resolution until such time that an agreement can be made.
What is NAWDP doing? 
NAWDP is dedicated to serving its members!  As such, we will continue to work with the House and Senate to create legislation that supports and funds your efforts.  While it is doubtful that WIA will be reauthorized by the end of 2009 or that major efforts to reauthorize TANF will occur, we certainly will have more of an idea of where Congress and the Administration want to go by this fall.  And, you can be sure that we will provide an update at the 2009 Youth Development Symposium.

Thank you for all that you do on behalf of the workforce development profession.  If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me directly at Bridget@nawdp.org.
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