NAWDP LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – June 1, 2010
House Moves (Again) on Summer Youth

Last Friday, the US House of Representatives passed H.R. 4213 – American Jobs and Closing Tax Loopholes Act.  The bill contains a variety of additional funding for important domestic programs and tax cuts including:
· $1 billion for summer youth programs for ages 16-24.

· $2.48 billion for the extension of TANF (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families) Emergency Contingency Fund, which includes subsidized employment, through FY2011.  
· $39.8 billion for the extensions of the Emergency Unemployment Compensation program, the Extended Benefits program, and the Federal Additional Compensation of $25/week through November 2010.
The total funding for the bill was smaller than originally proposed and took longer to reach agreement on due to rising concerns over the cost.  You can find a summary of the bill provided by the House Ways and Means Committee by clicking HERE.
NEXT STEPS:

The next step in the process is for the Senate to consider the measure when they return from recess on June 6th.  This is where we have had the most problems securing support for summer youth programs this year due to the Pay-As-You-Go (PAYGO) rules.  Republicans and many Democrats are hesitant to add to the rising deficit by providing additional funding for discretionary programs without providing financial offset to cover the costs.   

ACTION NEEDED:

Please consider reaching out to your Senators on this issue.  You can find their contact information at www.senate.gov.
Be sure to match your message to your Senators’ priorities.  For example:

· If your senators are concerned about the rising deficit, be sure to discuss the return on investment that this program has for your local community.   
· If your senators are concerned about local businesses, consider having one of your business partners reach out to the legislators to discuss how they have benefited from the program.    
Thank you for your attention to this issue and for your continued support of NAWDP.  If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to let me know.

